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2. | | Claims Nos.: 
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an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. | | Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 



1 . I y I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
L& - J searchable claims. 

2. | | As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
1 1 covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. | | No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark n Protest | j The additional search fe s were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

I X I No protest accompanied th payment of additional search fees. 
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(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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I El Basis of the report 



Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/GB00/01 042 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1-19 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 -33 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/7-7/7 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII, Sheet 1) (July 1998) 



# 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/GB00/01 042 



□ 



the drawings, 



sheets: 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

IV. Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 
\S paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

□ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied and chose, according to Rule 

68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ complied with. 

□ not complied with for the following reasons: 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary 
examination in establishing this report: 

Kl all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. . 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 1-11,13-20,23,26,28-31 
No: Claims 12,21,22,24,25,27,32 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 2,6,15-20,23 

No: Claims 1,3-5,7-14,21,22,24-32 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIM, Sheet 2) (July 1998) 
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Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1 -32 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a) (ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . The applicant's comments, which were concerned with features not in the claims, 
were considered when drawing up this examination report. 

2. Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 FR802083 
D2 US4744566 
D3 GB620477 
D4 US5785594 
D5 GB2252735 

3. D1 discloses a coin projection device comprising a coin entry (E), coins passing to 
a coin stack holder (28), coin ejection means (29-35) being provided for pushing 
the bottom coin in the stack onto a coin projection runway (u), the device further 
comprising a firing mechanism (page 2, lines 30-44) for striking the edge of a coin 
on the runway to drive the coin along the runway thereby to project the coin. 

D1 , which dates from the 1930s, does not disclose validation of inserted coins. At 
the time of filing of the present application the validation of coins inserted into 
amusement machines, especially those offering the possibility of a reward, was a 
routine option used by the skilled man as a matter of course and which brings 
well-known advantages. A player cannot insert worthless counterfeit coins and win 
valid coins. The subject-matter of claim 1 does not therefore involve any inventive 
step (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

D1 further discloses the features of claims 3-5,8,10,1 1 which even in combination 
therefore cannot serve as the basis for any inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

The features of claim 7 solve the problem of changing the direction of travel of a 
projected coin. D2 discloses just such a deflection device for validated coins in an 
amusement machine (see column 4, lines 27-51 and figure 7). Thus the skilled 
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man is aware of the use of these same features to solve the same problem and 
the subject-matter of claim 7 is therefore obvious (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

D3 discloses (see page 4, line 126 to page 5, line 8) an amusement machine 
comprising a multiple coin-launching device analogous to the subject-matter of 
claim 9, which therefore lacks any inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

The subject-matters of claims 2 and 6 are neither disclosed nor rendered obvious 
by the prior art documents available although D2 does disclose a validation device 
which detects coins entered. 

4. D1 discloses a coin magazine (28) for a coin projection device, comprising a coin 
holder (28) for holding a stack of coins and a platform (31) for supporting the coin 
stack, wherein the platform (31) is slidable between a first position in which the 
coin stack is supported on the platform (31) and a second position in which the 
coin stack is supported on a further, lower platform (30), and when the platform 
(31) passes from the first position to the second position, the coin stack drops to 
the lower platform (30), and when the platform (31) passes from the second 
position to the first position the lowest coin in the stack is pushed by the platform 
(31) onto a coin firing path (u). Therefore the subject-matter of claim 12 is not new 
(Art. 33(2) PCT). 

The subject-matter of claims 13 and 14 is within the scope of the customary 
practice followed by persons skilled in the art, the advantages of which are readily 
foreseen, and therefore lacks any inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

The subject-matter of claim 15 is neither disclosed nor rendered obvious by the 
prior art documents available. 

5. The subject-matter of claims 16-20 and 32 insofar as it is dependent on any of 
claims 16-20 is neither disclosed or rendered obvious by the prior art documents 
available. 

6. D4 discloses an article holding apparatus comprising a surface (60b) defining a 
target field having an array of target areas (44) at positions on the target field and 
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a position encoder (58; 1 10; see column 6, lines 29-51) having a number of 
sensors, the target field and the or each sensor being adapted for relative 
movement to one another so that articles introduced onto the target field can be 
detected by a sensor (52a,52b), wherein the position encoder maintains a cyclical 
count and is arranged to determine whether or not an article detected by a sensor 
is within a target area on the target field with reference to a count value held by a 
counterjsee column 6, lines 52-67). The subject-matter of claim 21 is therefore 
not new (Art. 33(2) PCT). 

If the expression "a number of sensors" in claim 21 is interpreted as meaning 
"more than one sensor" then the subject-matter of claim 21 lacks any inventive 
step, being obvious because the advantages of multiple sensors over a single 
sensor in terms of increased accuracy, sensitivity, resolution and reliability are 
readily foreseen. The same applies to the subject-matters of claims 30 and 31 . 
(Art. 33(3) PCT). 

D4 further discloses the subject-matters of claims 22,24,25,27 and 32 insofar as it 
is dependent on any of claims 21-31 which are therefore either not new or, even 
in combination with the subject-matter of other claims, lack any inventive step (Art. 
33(2),33(3) PCT). 

The subject-matter of claim 26 lacks any inventive step because it represents 
merely one of several straightforward possibilities from which the skilled person 
would select, without the exercise of inventive skill, in order to solve the problem 
of detecting the presence of coins (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

The subject-matters of claims 28 and 29 represent, along with that of claim 27, the 
obvious possibilities open to the skilled person in order to achieve a relative 
motion between two parts, namely one stationary and one mobile part, or both 
parts mobile, and cannot therefore serve as the basis of any inventive step (Art. 
33(3) PCT). 

Although D4 discloses the assignment of a range of positions of a rotary member 
to take account of the width of a coin receptacle (see column 9, lines 26-29) none 
of the available prior art seems to disclose or render obvious a correction factor 
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for position to compensate for variations in speed of motion, as set out in claim 23. 
Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1 . The independent claims are not in two-part form (Rule 6.3(b) PCT) with those fea- 
tures known in combination from document D1, for independent claims 1 and 12, 
document D5, for independent claim 16, and document D4, for independent claim 
21, as the basis for the preambles (Rule 6.3(b)(i) PCT) and with the remaining 
features being included in the characterising parts (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). The 
features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in parentheses 
(Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

2. The relevant background art disclosed in the documents D1 ,D4 and D5 is not 
mentioned in the description, nor are these documents identified therein (Rule 
5.1(a)(ii) PCT). 

Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

1 . The subject-matter of claims 27-29 is unclear because of the contradiction 

involved in the sensors or playfield being simultaneously movable and static (Art. 
6 PCT). 

What is to be juxtaposed to form the subject-matter of the last claim (the second 
claim to be numbered 32) is unclear (Art. 6 PCT). 
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This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 1 8. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 5 sheets. 

[X] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 

1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
' — ' Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
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| [ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
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international application as filed has been furnished. 
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2. Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3. (X| Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 

4. With regard to the title, 

[X| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

[ [ the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

[X| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

m the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
• — I within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authonty. 



6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 



□ as suggested by the applicant. □ None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
pT| because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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